In support of the Schools Application for funding from Arrhythmia Alliance for an
AED.
My youngest of three daughters, Tilly is a pupil at Hawarden Village Church School, and I’m
extremely passionate about the school’s application for funding towards an Automated
External Defibrillator (AED) as this is vital piece of first aid equipment which needs to be
available in as many locations as possible.
I’m also one of three daughters, however I recently lost my youngest sister Joanne, aged 35
years & 35 days on St Davids Day 2015 to a sudden cardiac arrest.
My sisters tragic death was sudden and unexpected, and despite the very best efforts of her
husband, (himself a trained first aider / trained in the use AED’s in his Workplace) CPR
alone for Joanne maintained cardiac output until emergency services arrived, but it wasn’t
enough to save her life as she had needed urgent therapy from a defibrillator to restore her
normal heartbeat. Ambulance response times are varied and under pressure and although
they did their best, she could not be saved.
Joanne was a beautiful young lady with two gorgeous children and a loving husband. She
had everything to live for, and is sorely missed by the entire family. There is a history of
SVT in our family, but there was never any indication of how serious the condition was until
that day.
Joanne was herself once an ambassador for Liverpool Heart and Chest Hospitals ‘Red Dress’
fundraising campaign, and over the years had raised money for other charities too. She was
such a caring and giving person who always had something positive to say. I’ve enclosed a
copy of a newspaper article highlighting the Red Dress Campaign, in which there is a picture
of Joanne with her son Harrison when he was a similar age to Tilly. She also did a follow on
article with her daughter Jessica.
As a family, we need the peace of mind that an AED is on hand should any of our children
suffer a cardiac arrest, as there is a family history. But having an AED would also benefit the
school and the wider community, because often there are no prior warning signals of a
cardiac arrest, and it’s estimated between 12-16 young people a week under the age of 35 are
passing away to sudden arrhythmic death syndrome.

Without urgent therapy in a timely manner, survival chances are estimated to be a low as 2%
for an out of hospital event like this. With therapy delivered by an AED, the chances of
survival out of hospital increase dramatically, which is why it’s so important that AED’s are
available in as many public settings as possible, in particular Tilly’s school. Not only for the
protection of Tilly, but also the school have a total of 457 pupils and 50 staff, protection for
them too. At peak times, Mrs Bartlett headteacher of Hawarden Village Church School
estimates there are in the region of 250 parents / grandparents.
I truly hope Hawarden Village Church School’s request for funding towards an AED is a
successful application, in memory of my little sister Joanne. Following a recent fundraising
non uniform day, the school have successfully raised £400 towards the cost.
Kind regards
Zoe Rimmer

Joanne and Harrisons Article

